
 

   

  

PIONEERING WIND PROJECT FIRST TO FINISH CRUCIAL DATA GATHERING 
 

Ossian has become the first ScotWind floating offshore wind farm to complete essential 

geotechnical surveys. 

 

Set to be located across 858km² of seabed off the east coast of Scotland, the project at capacity 

will have the potential to produce up to 3.6GW of energy, enough to power up to six million 

homes. 

 

Detailed geotechnical surveys have been on-going since the spring, providing data and 

samples key to understanding the engineering properties of the seabed across the vast site. 

 

Completing the exploratory work is a major milestone for the world leading project and marks 

the beginning of a new era for renewable energy.  

 

Senior project manager, David Willson said: “The scale of Ossian is globally significant and 

the information gathered from these surveys brings us another step closer to making it a reality. 

 

“We are the first large scale floating offshore wind farm to reach this milestone and are pleased 

with the progress that’s been made.  

 

“Along with other ScotWind developers, Ossian also recently completed a two-year digital 

aerial survey of 75,000 birds across the North Sea. 

 

“The pace at which the project has begun will ensure Ossian is able to advance as quickly as 

possible and contribute to the journey to net zero.” 

  

Ossian is a joint venture between SSE Renewables, Marubeni and CIP. The site’s seabed is 

around 72m below sea level and is located 84kms off the east coast of Scotland.  

 

The geotechnical surveys carried out by contractors Fugro and Ocean Infinity have delivered 

information essential to Ossian’s installation design and understanding of the seabed 

environment. 

 

The Fugro Scout, a purpose-built geotechnical vessel, and the Stril Explorer and Normand 

Superior, offshore survey vessels, were all deployed to carry out the complex marine 

geotechnical operations. 

 

Fugro focused on downhole geotechnical sampling and in situ cone penetration testing. 

 

While Ocean Infinity concentrated on the seabed scope, including shallow vibro-cores and 

deep push seabed cone penetration tests, some of which were carried out remotely in an 

industry first. 

 



 

   

  

The deployment of innovative technology and the desire to explore new solutions is a must for 

the successful development of the floating offshore wind sector. 

 

Marscha de Bruijn, project manager for Fugro said: “The successful acquisition of the 

downhole geotechnical data is a major milestone for the Ossian project and a significant step 

forward for renewable energy. 

 

“The geotechnical data we gathered will be invaluable for designing and installing the wind 

turbines, and we’re pleased to have worked closely with the Ossian team to provide the crucial 

insights needed to shape a sustainable energy future.” 

 

Fugro carried out: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ocean Infinity seabed scope included: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

  

Nils Ingvarson, chief commercial officer for Ocean Infinity said: “This project was one of 

many firsts including the achievement of an important technological milestone; the first 

remotely initiated CPT operations. 

 

“Over-the-horizon commands sent via a remote-control system successfully operated our 

newly developed device, the Infinity CPT 250 to achieve uncompromised data quality – a 

significant step towards remote geotechnical operations. 

 

“We would like to thank the Ossian group for supporting us with the testing of this new 

capability which will ultimately unlock more efficient offshore wind characterization. 

 

“This successful remote operation demonstrates that offshore operations can evolve towards 

a safer and greener maritime future.” 

 

ENDS 
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Graham McKendry / Catherine Barrett 

3x1 Group 

T: 0141 221 0707 / 07931 382 270 

E: Ossian@3x1.com  

 

 

Notes to editors: 

 

About Ossian   

  

Ossian will be one of the largest floating offshore wind farms in the world with up to 3.6GW of 

potential capacity – enough to power up to 6m homes. 

 

It is one of the largest lease areas of the ScotWind projects, occupying 858km2 of seabed 

84km off the east coast of Scotland. 

 

The scale and floating technology make it a game changer in the UK renewable energy sector 

and a critical driving force behind the journey to net zero offsetting up to 7.5m tonnes of carbon 

emissions. 

Ossian is a joint venture between SSE Renewables, Marubeni and CIP, bringing together local 

and global experience as well as unparalleled technical and environmental expertise. 

It will provide a significant economic boost for the supply chain, with a multi-million-pound fund 

committed to support local orders and investments. 
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About the Ossian Wind Farm Limited partners 

 

SSE Renewables is a leading developer and operator of renewable energy, headquartered in 

the UK and Ireland, with a growing presence internationally. Its strategy is to lead the transition 

to a net zero future through the world-class development, construction and operation of 

renewable power assets and it is building more offshore wind energy than any other company 

in the world.  

 

Marubeni owns stakes in power projects across 21 countries (including Japan) for a total net 

capacity of about 12GW. For Ossian, Marubeni brings a wealth of sector experience of 

delivering floating offshore wind, including leading floating offshore wind demonstration 

projects in Japan with five different floating foundations.  

  

Founded in 2012, CIP today is the world’s largest dedicated fund manager within greenfield 

renewable energy investments and a global leader in offshore wind. CIP has an international 

footprint with vast experience of delivering offshore wind across continents. In the UK, CIP’s 

exclusive development advisor, Copenhagen Offshore Partners, is developing the 

100MW Pentland Floating Offshore Windfarm. 

 

 

The Geotechnical Survey Statistics 

 

Fugro carried out: 

 

• 741 geotechnical samples 

• 257 cone penetration tests 

• 168 seismic cone penetration tests 

 

Ocean Infinity seabed scope included: 

 

• 90 seabed cone penetration tests 

• 45 seabed seismic cone penetration tests 

• 20 vibrocores. 

 

 

 

 
 


