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Clara is a venture platform backed by 
Aker where great minds are given the
resources they need to make their visions
for the future a reality

Where venture
meets adventure
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Odd Dahl
Researcher

Inventor
Adventurer

Clara
Leading lady

The Nutcracker
Adventurer

CLARA FOLLOWS IN THE 
FOOTSTEPS OF RESEARCHERS 

AND ADVENTURERS

STORY BEHIND CLARA VENTURE LABS



From Space…
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30+ years of R&D activities

1988

Founded by Odd 

Dahl

CHEOP-CC Phase 

2 with Odfjell, 

Wartsila, Lundin 

Energy

Mjøllner: 10kW SOFC 

project for Statoil  

1991

Bernt Skeie joins 

Prototech as CEO 

2014

2004

Regenerative 

H2/O2 Fuel Cell 

& Hydrogen for 

ESA 

Initiation of SOFC for 

Mars Project by ESA

2006

2015

CHEOP Project 

with industrial 

partners Shell 

and Statoil 

initiated

2018

Clean Power AS 

established

2018

Havila Kystruten

FreeCO2ast

Green Fish Farm 

concept established

2016
2020

EU- funded 

ShipFC: 

Awarded 

contract to 

supply Zero-

Emission 

Ammonia Fuel 

Cell Module

20202018

Merged with 

NORCE

2020

Sale of Compact 

Carbon Capture 

to Baker Hughes

2019

Lunar Nights 

RFCS contract 

awarded by ESA

2019

ARTES C&G 

Technology for 

ESA

2014

RSOFC for Mars 

by ESA

2010

High 

Temperature 

PEM Fuel Cell 

ZEG Power 20kW 

module developed

2013
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F i r s t  h yd r o e l ec t r i c  

t u r b i n e  d e l i ve r ed

H y d r o p o w e r

F i r s t  L P G  g a s  

t r a n s p o r ta t i on  

d e l i ve r ed

S h i p p i n g

W or l d ’ s  f i r s t  s u b s e a  

g a s  c o m pr es s i o n  

s ys t e m

O i l  a n d  G a s

1 8 7 3 1 9 6 1 2 0 1 0

INNOVATION IS AT THE CORE OF AKER’S DNA

A T R AC K  

R E C O R D  O F  

I N N O VAT I O N  

AC R O S S  

N O R W E G I AN  

I N D S T R I E S

A K E R

180 year history in building industrial frontrunners in new technology frontiers
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AND CLARA WILL BE AKER’S VEHICLE TO 

SYSTEMATICALLY REINVENT NEW INDSUTRIES

W or l d ’ s  f i r s t  c a r b o n  

c a p t u r e  p l a n t  f o r  

c e m e n t  i n d u s t r y

C a r b o n  C a p t u r e

2 0 2 1

A k e r ’ s  ve n t u r e  p l a t f o r m  

f o r  b u i l d i n g  n e x t  

g e n e r a t i on  t e c h n o l og y  

c o m p an i es  

C l a r a

2 0 2 1 +

180 year history in building industrial frontrunners in new technology frontiers

C L AR A W I L L  

B U I L D  AK E R ’ S  

T E C H N O L O G Y  

L E AD E R S  O F  

T H E  F U T U R E
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Where venture meets adventure

MISSION

Clara’s mission is to build companies through 

breakthrough innovations in industrial 

technology and materials

AMBIT ION

Our ambition is to create an exceptional 

environment where curious and entrepreneurial 

individuals can unleash their full potential

PURPOSE

Create a globally leading portfolio of the next 

generation of leading industrial companies

built on deep technical innovations
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FOCUS ON THE KEY TRENDS OF THE 21 ST CENTURY

T h e  r e w i r i n g  o f  e n e r g y va l u e  

c h a in s  d r i ve n  b y r e g u la t o r y  

p u s h  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a n  

a c c e le r a t i o n  i n  e n e r g y 

t e c h n o lo g y  i n n o va t i o n

C L E A N  E N E R G Y

I n c r e a s in g  u r b a n i za t i o n  a n d  

a g in g  p o p u la t i o n s  w i l l  d r i ve  

r e s o u r c e  s c a r c i t y  a n d  

i n n o va t i o n  a c r o s s  s o c i e t y  t o  

m e e t  o u r  d a i l y  n e e d s

R E S O U R C E  S C A R C I T Y

C o m m e r c i a l i s a t i o n o f  s p a c e  

e x p lo r a t i o n  a n d  o f f - p l a n e t  

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e t  t o  d r i ve  a  

n e w p h a s e  i n  i n n o va t i o n  i n  

s p a c e - r e l a t e d  t e c h n o lo g ie s

S P A C E  2 . 0

T h e  r e i n ve n t i o n  o f  

b io c h e m is t r y  a n d  b i o l o g i c a l  

va lu e  c h a in s  w i l l  r e im a g in e  

t h e  wa y we  m e e t  t h e  d e m a n d s  

o f  o u r  s p e c ie s  t o d a y

B I O C H E M I S T R Y

TR
EN

D
TH

EM
E

A d v a n c e d  m a t e r i a l s ,  c l e a n  e n e r g y  

s y s t e m s  a n d  c i r c u l a r  e c o n o m y

A d v a n c e d  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  r e s o u r c e  

s c a r c i t y

A d v a n c e d  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  n e w  s p a c e A d v a n c e d  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  b i o c h e m i s t r y
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Partners to 
create 

market pull 
for early 

technology 
adoption

COMBINATION OF CLARA DOMAIN EXPERTISE AND AKER’S 
REAL LAB DIFFICULT TO REPLICATE

Clara innovation lab with 30+ years of 
research and development

Idea generation, engineering, prototyping, 
testing & verification, documentation, 
commercialization and business build

Pyrolysis technologies 

Carbon capture & utilization technologies

Fuel cell & electrolyser solutions

Material technology 

System design and engineering

Core 
competence

Core 
capabilities

Aker’s track-record of building leading 
edge companies and leveraging in-group 

partnerships

Ventures by Aker last few years
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SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TO LAUNCH NEW VENTURES

A systematic and repeatable approach to innovation 

Explore: Thematic and systematic 

approach to selecting technologies to 

explore further

Verify: Rapid iteration of lab testing to 

quickly assess feasibility of technologies

Launch: Scaling of portfolio technologies 

by utilizing the full force of Aker group of 

companies and competence

Grow: Build on core Aker competence to 

access public/external capital to scale once 

technology-market fit proven

Rapidly moving technologies through the innovation funnel 
creates deep opportunity set for Clara
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Where venture meets adventure

Scaling and shaping technologies into ventures  

FIRST WAVE OF CLARA VENTURES

M A P - G  i s  a n  e a r l y - s t a g e  

t e c h n o l o g y  f o r  u s i n g  w a s t e  

t o  p r o d u c e  s o l i d  r e s i d u e  

t h a t  c a n  b e  u s e d  a s  

f e r t i l i z e r  a n d  w e t  b i o -

s y n g a s ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  

c l e a n e d  a n d  u s e d  i n  f u e l  

c e l l s  f o r  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  h e a t

a n d  e l e c t r i c i t y

M A P - G

L a y e r O n e  a i m s  t o  p u s h  t h e  

b o u n d a r i e s  o f  m a t e r i a l s  b y  

u t i l i s i n g  i t s  p r o p r i e t a r y  

s c a l a b l e  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  

d e l i v e r  h i g h - q u a l i t y  

g r a p h e n e  o x i d e  t h a t  

c h a n g e s  t h e  w a y  w e  u s e  

m a t e r i a l s  e v e r y  d a y

L A Y E R O N E

A d d i t e c h  i s  a n  a d d i t i v e  

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e r v i c e s  

c o m p a n y ,  o f f e r i n g  e n d - t o -

e n d  s o l u t i o n s  t o  i t s  

c u s t o m e r s ,  w i t h  e x p e r t i s e  

i n  d e s i g n  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  

w i t h  i n - h o u s e  q u a l i t y  

p r i n t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s

A D D I T E C H

A L M A  i s  a  p r o v i d e r  o f  

z e r o  e m i s s i o n  e n e r g y  

s o l u t i o n s  f o r  m a r i t i m e  a n d  

o f f s h o r e  s e c t o r s ,  b a s e d  

o n  h i g h - t e m p e r a t u r e  f u e l  

c e l l  t e c h n o l o g y

A L M A

R e g e n e r a t i v e  F u e l  C e l l  

S o l u t i o n s  ( R F C S )  i s  a n  

e n e r g y  s t o r a g e  s o l u t i o n ,  

o u t p e r f o r m i n g  b a t t e r i e s  

f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i t h  

r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  s t o r a g e  

m o r e  t h a n  1 2 - 1 8  h o u r s  o r  

l a r g e  v o l u m e s

R F C S
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Domain expertise 

Track 
record of 
venture 
building

Market access 

Deep 
pools of 
capital 

CLARA IS UNQUELY POSITIONED 
TO ADDRESS INDUSTRIAL-TECH 

INNOVATION

Deep technical understanding 

through Clara innovation team 

Long-track record 

of launching and 

rapidly building 

companies 

through Aker

Access to deep pools 

of capital to de-risk 

the scale-up and 

launch of new 

technologies

Market access through Aker and 

close corporate partnerships



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

Bernt Skeie,

Clara Venture Labs

https://claraventurelabs.com/

